




as “88”, “Nazi neighbourhood” or “Nazis 
vote” were also discovered in the district. 
In Friedenau these far-right slogans ap-
peared throughout the year in connection 
with agitation against political oppo-
nents. A total of four such graffiti were 
discovered there in the same streets. This 
may not seem so relevant at first glance, 
but these symbols and graffiti glorifying 
the National Socialist regime are used 
with deliberate intent, serve to appropri-
ate space and help shape the streetscape. 
Right-wing grandstanding was also part 
of the propaganda in the district (8), as 
were anti-Semitism (8), anti-Muslim ra-
cism (7) and racism (5). 

Number of Attacks Roughly Constant 
Incidents involving threats, insults and 
abuse decreased slightly in 2018 compared 
to the previous year (2017:21; 2018:18). The 
predominant motives for these incidents 
were racism (7) and anti-Semitism (5). 
The number of documented attacks remai-
ned roughly constant (2017:18; 2018:17). In 
eight cases the victims were attacked due 
to racist motivations. The attacks took 

place in public places and streets as well 
as on public transport. In three cases peo-
ple were attacked by members of groups. 

In one case, violence was directed against 
three homeless men who were kicked and 
hit. In another case, a young man was 
attacked after asking another man about 
the right-wing symbolism of his tattoo. 

Seven incidents were categorised under 
“Other”. These include five incidents of 
antiziganistic discrimination by the pub-
lic authorities, one case of anti-LGBTIQ* 
discrimination, and expressions of anti-
Semitic conspiracy myths by a taxi driver. 
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Treptow-Köpenick

Kontakt: 
Register Treptow-Köpenick
Zentrum für Demokratie
Offensiv 91 e. V.
Michael-Brückner-Str. 1
12439 Berlin

Tel.:  030 - 65 48 72 93
Mail:  tk@berliner-register.de
Facebook: Register Treptow-Köpenick

Swastikas at a bar in Brückenstraße Clean-up tour in Schöneweide

Treptow-Köpenick has the lar-
gest surface area of any district in 
Berlin and is one of the greenest 
districts. Over 270,000 people 
live in its 15 sub-districts. These 
vary greatly - from almost inner-
city Alt-Treptow to Schmöckwitz 
on the border with Brandenburg. 
These geographical differences 
in population density and popu-
lation structure are also reflected 
in the Register Office data. The 
district is also home to the NPD’s 
national headquarters.
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In 2018, 447 incidents were documented 
(2017: 310), which represents an increase of 
approximately 44% over the previous year. 
With the exception of the drop in the num-
ber of incidents in 2017, the trend observed 
in previous years continued, with increasing 
numbers of incidents. 
The increase is particularly pronounced 
in the case of incidents involving insults/
threats/abuse (+206%). They rose from 18 
incidents in the previous year to 55 in 2018, 
reaching a new record high since being do-
cumented by the district’s Register Office. 
The number of attacks and persistent cam-
paigns of intimidating threats have also in-
creased by 8 incidents to a total of 30, the 
highest level in 2016. It has become clear 
that the overall number of violent assaults, 
whether physical or verbal, continues to in-
crease. Half of these incidents were motiva-
ted by racism in 2018. 

In the field of propaganda, a shift towards 
racist propaganda is particularly evident. 
Propaganda incidents have risen overall (+ 
45%), but especially those motivated by ra-
cism (+ 220%). In 2018, propaganda served 
less for political grandstanding and thus 

for advertising, but was directed more in a 
discriminatory manner against the people 
it intended to exclude, seeking to make this 
intended exclusion clear to them. Racist 
content is again being used increasingly by 
far-right organisations and parties. It can 
be assumed that this content will be con-
sidered to have greater scope to connect 
to multiple issues and contexts than was 
the case a few years ago and that these far-
right organisations and parties will seek a 
rapprochement with racists who are not yet 
organised within political structures. 
In 2018 Niederschöneweide is again the sub-
district with the highest number of reported 
incidents (125). It can still be assumed that 
(formerly) politically organised neo-Nazis 
living there are responsible for a large pro-
portion of the incidents. This massive incre-
ase (+ 184%) in incidents shows that incre-
asing social engaged with racist issues has 
the potential to reactivate right-wing struc-
tures that had already been rolled back. 
Meanwhile, high numbers of incidents in-
volving racism have been documented, alt-
hough there have not been racist protests 
against refugee accommodation centres. 
The increase in racist attacks in 2016 could 

still be attributed to these protests and 
their impact, but such events did not take 
place in 2018. There are grounds to fear 
that the increasing racist debates in society 
will continue to have an effect on peaceful 
coexistence within society and that racism 
is likely to be expressed with increasing vi-
olence. 
At the same time, several incidents were do-
cumented in 2018 in which people courage-
ously intervened and stood by the people af-
fected. The (extreme) right-wing has struck 
back against this civil courage and renewed 
commitment to a tolerant and open society. 
Nevertheless, only a strong and active civil 
society can counter the shift to the right and 
thus halt the current developments. 

In-depth Analysis: Niederschöneweide 
In 2018 there was a sharp increase (+ 184%; 
2017: 44) in the number of incidents in Nie-
derschöneweide, which rose to 132. With 
this new record high number of incidents, 
the small sub-district, where only 4.5% of 
Treptow-Köpenick’s inhabitants live, even 
surpasses entire districts in other parts of 
Berlin and in 2018 will account for about 
30% of all incidents in the district.

11th January 2018 
At the bus station at Schöneweide a cyc-
list was shoved by a man so that she fell 
onto the tram tracks. When the cyclist 
got up, he punched her in the face and 
called her “fucking lefty scum”. 
Source: Zentrum für Demokratie 

16 July 2018 
Three men loitered at night on the tram 
tracks and the construction site on the 
Sterndamm by Schöneweide S-Bahn/
suburban railway station. There they 

shouted for about 10 minutes “Germany 
for the Germans, out with the foreigners 
out” and several times “gas and kill all 
the Jews”. When two People of Colour 
walked past them on the pavement, they 
immediately threw stones and bottles 
from the construction site at them. The 
victims fled towards the forecourt area 
outside Schöneweide station. Later, the 
two men, on a destructive rampage and 
shouting anti-Semitic and far-right slo-
gans, continued towards Michael-Brück-
ner-Str. and later turned into Spreestr. 

Source: Berlin Register Office

30th July 2018 
Approximately 40 neo-Nazi graffiti were 
discovered on the route from S-Bahn 
station Schöneweide along Kaisersteg to 
Wilhelminenhofstr. These were mainly 
the inscription „NSDAP“ (25 times) and 
“White Power” [in English], but also 
“Anti-Antifa” and “Good Night left Side” 
[in English]. 
Source: Zentrum für Demokratie
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This sub-district has always had a special 
status within Treptow-Köpenick because 
of its history. The development of Brücken-
straße as a focal point of neo-Nazi infra-
structure with several pubs/shops and the 
nationwide influx of neo-Nazis from 2009 
to 2014 led to an increase in the number of 
incidents. This was also accompanied by 
growing awareness among civil society. As a 
result, the number of incidents reported has 
been very high for years and the structure of 
individuals/groups reporting incidents has 
remained stable. When looking at Nieder-
schöneweide, the high number of incidents 
involving threats/insults/violence (22 out of 
55) is striking. In addition, there were four 
attacks. Half of these attacks or incidents 
involving threats and insults occurred at 
the Schöneweide S-Bahn suburban train 
station. A cluster of attacks at transport 
hubs is not unusual, as many people come 
together there. However, this kind of large 
number of acts of violence did not occur at 
any other station in the district. The moti-
ves for attacks in Niederschöneweide reflect 
the general trend in the district. There has 
consequently also been a pronounced in-
crease in incidents involving racism here. In 
contrast to other sub-districts, however, the 
percentage of attacks directed at political 
opponents is higher. 
The number of propaganda-related inci-
dents (98) is very high for such a small dis-
trict. In most cases these involved stickers 
(also in larger quantities). With a general 
shift in propaganda content towards racism, 
it above all sends a message to those affec-
ted that they are not wanted in the district. 
In addition, racism is thus transported into 
everyday perception (especially when such 
large quantities of propaganda are involved) 
and is gradually normalised. The composi-
tion of the propaganda reveals a high pro-
portion of organised structures. Neo-Nazi 
organisations (approx. 37%) predominate 
strongly, outnumbering groups that can be 
classified as belonging to the New Right 
(15%). Some stickers, but especially graffiti, 
do not offer scope to determine the underly-
ing organisational contexts, but most of the 
content had Nazi connotations (32%), indi-

cating an ideological proximity to neo-Na-
zism. The rest had racist content. This com-
position indicates that in the district there is 
an increasing amount of propaganda on the 
streets by neo-Nazis and politically organi-
sed racists. People were directly affected in 
30 of the incidents reported in Niederschö-
neweide. In contrast to the institutions and 
parties concerned, the incidents involving 
people and businesses affected by racism 
are sometimes associated with high finan-
cial losses and/or with massive potential for 
threats. For example, a pram belonging to a 
Black person was repeatedly soiled and ren-
dered unusable in the building where they 
lived. In addition to the financial damage 
caused, these incidents are also accom-
panied by persistent campaigns of intimi-
dating threats that impinge on the private 
lives of those affected. Among the affected 
tradesmen, the Vietnamese fruit and ve-
getable stand at the Schöneweide S-Bahn 
station was particularly targeted. At least 7 
times the person running the stand had to 
remove stickers and graffiti from it. The fre-
quency of these incidents indicates that this 
is not a random target. The person running 
a shisha bar in Brückenstraße was hardest 
hit. The bar suffered enormous damages in 
the night after the opening. 

In-depth Analysis: Assaults and Civil 
Courage 
In 2018, the number of attacks increased by 
8 incidents to a total of 30. However, more 
incidents were documented in 2018 where 
people courageously intervened and thus 
potentially contributed to preventing an 
attack. However, the increase is particularly 
pronounced for incidents involving insults/
threats/abuses (approx. 206% rise). These 
rose from 18 incidents in the previous year 
to 55 in 2018, reaching a new peak for the 
period since the district’s Register Office 
began recording incidents. In summary, 
there were 85 incidents (attacks and inci-
dents involving insults/threats/abuse) in 
the district. The development is very similar 
throughout Berlin. The number of attacks 
rose slightly (2017: 267; 2018: 309), but the-
re was a marked rise in the number of inci-

dents involving insults, threats and abuse 
(2017: 459; 2018: 898). This reveals that the 
development observed in the district is em-
bedded in a Berlin-wide development. 
In the district, 61 of the documented as-
saults took place in a public environment, 
such as on the street, while shopping, in 
restaurants/snack bars or on public trans-
port. The number of incidents increased in 
particular during the summer months, when 
many people spend time outside. These are 
above all the settings in which moral cou-
rage was shown. When discriminatory or 
far-right acts are committed in public, the 
perpetrators thus reveal their hate-filled at-
titudes. That is also the case irrespective of 
whether incidents involve directly addres-
sing people affected. Furthermore, if such 
public statements remain unchallenged, a 
climate of acceptance is created that can 
lead to further discriminatory acts or even 
attacks. 
In 18 incidents (6 attacks, 12 insults/th-
reats/bullying) it was reported that people 
showed moral courage. In almost all cases 
passers-by intervened. In doing so, they 
displayed three forms of moral courage: 
they showed solidarity with those affected 
(5), they contradicted discriminatory and/
or far-right statements (10) or they called 
the police (3). It is difficult to say whether 
this succeeded in preventing attacks, as the 
intention of the perpetrators is not clear. 
However, in five attacks the perpetrators 
stopped harassing the people affected after 
passers-by intervened and fled. 
Civil courage remains the only way to stand 
by the people concerned in specific situa-
tions. Civil courage helps to prevent worse 
incidents from occurring and helps to coun-
teract normalisation of hate-filled attacks. 
Given current developments in incidents, 
it will remain an important part of societal 
engagement in future and should be further 
promoted, for example through training 
courses.

3rd August 2018 
At the corner of Britzer Str./ Fennstr. 
about 20 NPD anti-Muslim stickers 
were discovered and removed. 
Source: Zentrum für Demokratie

10th August 2018
Graffiti with the letters “IB” (Identitäre 
Bewegung) and the party’s symbols were 
daubed twice on the fruit stand in the 
Schöneweide suburban railway (S-Bahn) 
station. 
Source: Zentrum für Demokratie

1st October 2018 
A Black person was not served at 
Rossmann in the Zentrum Schöneweide 
shopping centre. She was not served 
until she had let all the white customers 
go ahead of her and was the only one left 
at the cash desk. 
Source: Treptow-Köpenick Register Office
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Antidiskriminierungsnetzwerk Berlin /Anti-discrimination Network Berlin (ADNB) 
The ADNB is a non-governmental and independent counselling centre primarily for people living in Berlin who 
have experienced racist and related discrimination. More information is available (in English) at: https://www.
adnb.de/en/

Antifaschistisches Pressearchiv und Bildungszentrum Berlin e.V /Antifascist Press Archive and Edu-
cation Centre Berlin e.V. (Apabiz) 
apabiz runs an archive and offers events and workshops around topics related to the far right. More infor-
mation is available (in German) at www.apabiz.de. 

Dokumentationsstelle Antiziganismus (DOSTA) / Documentation Centre Antiziganism 
AmaroForo documents incidents motivated by antiziganism in Berlin. More information about the docu-
mentation project (in German) can be found here: http://amaroforo.de/antidiskriminierungsarbeit. 

Dokumentation und Beratung bei Anti-Schwarzem Rassismus / Documentation and Advice on Anti-
Black Racism 
People affected by anti-black racism can contact the anti-discrimination counselling service at Each One 
Teach One e.V. EOTO and the Initiative Schwarzer Menschen in Deutschland document incidents of anti-
Black racism. (Information is available in several languages (via a translation button marked “Sprachen” 
on the website)  www.eoto-archiv.de/antidiskriminierungsberatung/   

Kampagne für Opfer rassistischer Polizeigewalt (KOP) /Campaign for Victims of Racist Police Vio-
lence (KOP) (Website available in German)
www.kop-berlin.de 

Kontakt- und Beratungsstelle für Flüchtlinge und Migrant_innen e.V. (KUB) /Contact and Advice 
Centre for Refugees and Migrants (KUB) (Website available in German)
www.kub-berlin.de 

Mobile Beratung gegen Rechtsextremismus in Berlin (MBR) / Mobile Counselling against Right-wing 
Extremism in Berlin (MBR) 
The MBR offers counselling and support to all people who are committed to a human rights-oriented and 
democratic everyday culture in Berlin. (Website also available in English) www.mbr-berlin.de 

Reachout - Opferberatung und Bildung gegen Rechtsextremismus, Rassismus und Antisemitismus / 
Reachout - victim counselling and education against right-wing extremism, racism and anti-Semitism 
ReachOut advises victims, relatives and witnesses of racist, right-wing and anti-Semitic violence. (Some 
website information also available in English) www.reachoutberlin.de 

Recherche und Informationsstelle Antisemitismus Berlin (RIAS) / Research and Information Centre 
Anti-Semitism Berlin (RIAS) 
RIAS documents anti-Semitic incidents in Berlin, which can be reported via www.report-antisemitism.de. 
(also in English)

OPRA - Psychologische Beratung für Betroffene rechter, rassistischer und antisemitischer Gewalt 
/ Psychological Counselling for People Affected by Right-wing, Racist and Anti-Semitic Violence 
(Website in German) www.opra-gewalt.de/ 

Verband der Beratungsstellen für Betroffene rechter, rassistischer und antisemitischer Gewalt e.V. (VBRG) 
/ Association of Counselling Centres for Victims of Right-wing, Racist and Anti-Semitic Violence (VBRG) 
On the website you can find guides for affected persons and their relatives in various languages as PDF 
files. www.verband-brg.de/material/#publikationen 

Mobiles Beratungsteam Berlin für Demokratieentwicklung / Mobile Advisory Team Berlin for Demo-
cracy Development (Website in German) www.mbt-berlin.de/mbt

Advisory & Documentation Centres 
in Berlin
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